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Maritime Administration 

MISSION
Strengthen the U.S. maritime transportation system including infrastructure, 

industry and labor to meet the economic and security needs of the Nation. 

STRATEGIC GOALS
CARGO:  Develop domestic and international transportation opportunities to 

modernize and sustain a competitive commercial U.S.-flag fleet that ensures 

the Nationôs economic and national security

READINESS:  Ensure the availability of a capable Merchant Marine fleet 

with modern U.S.-flag vessels, skilled labor and global logistics support to 

drive the Nationôs economy and to meet national maritime transportation 

requirements in peacetime emergencies and armed conflicts

INFRASTRUCTURE:  Support the development of Americaôs ports, 

shipyards and related intermodal infrastructure as key integrated 

components of an efficient, resilient and sustainable national transportation 

system and freight network

ADVOCACY:  Advance awareness of the necessity and importance of a 

strong U.S. Maritime Transportation System



MARAD Program Elements



Coast Guard

State DOTs / Metro & Regional Planning Orgs

Port Authority & Terminal Operators

Army Corp of Engineers
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Class 1 / Short-Line Railroads

Spans of Influence in multimodal Transportation



1.Largest concentrations of 

maritime and intermodal 

activity in the nation.

2.Monitor the commercial 

activities of the Port of 

New York and New Jersey 

and the Boston, as well 

as all the other ports 

within the Gateway 

region.

3.Responsibility for 

reporting on the 

commercial activity in the 

Atlantic and Maritime 

provinces of Eastern 

Canada.

North Atlantic Focus Areas: 
ÅPort Infrastructure Development Program
ÅAmericaôs Marine Highways
ÅGrant Management
ÅStakeholder Outreach
ÅInter -Agency Partnerships
ÅRegional Ocean Planning

North Atlantic Gateway Region



Our Mega Region ïPopulation Growth

Á The Northeast is a powerhouse

Á 20% of the nation's GDP

Á 17% of the population

Á 2% of the nation's land area

ÁGDP (2010): $2.92 trillion

ÁOver the next generation, the Northeast 

will add 17 million new residents. 

ÁProjected Population Growth                      

(2010 - 2050): 35.2% (18.4 million)

50

55

60

65

70

75

2010 2025 2050
Source: MegaRegions2050.org

BOSNYWASH, USA



Our Mega Region ïContainer Volumes 2017

Source: AAPA

NAFTA
Rank

2017
% of 
total

PONYNJ 3 6.7 M 54 %

Hampton 
Roads

7 2.8 M 23 %

Baltimore 20 962 K 8 %

Halifax 23 559 K 4 %

Philadelphia 24 545 K 6 %

Wilmington 27 374 K 3 %

Boston 30 270 K 2 %

St. Johns 42 57 K 1 %

Portland 13.5 K 0.1%

Eastport < 1 K .01%

12.5 M

2 %

54 %

9 %

31 %





Americaôs Marine Highway Program

ÁThe Americaôs Marine Highway Program is a 

Department of Transportation-led program to expand 

the use of our Nationôs navigable waterways to relieve 

landside congestion, reduce air emissions, provide 

new transportation options, and generate other public 

benefits by increasing the efficiency of the surface 

transportation system. 

ÁThe program works with public and private 

stakeholders to achieve these goals.

ÁMARAD does not regulate, we promote!



Americaôs Marine Highway Program Benefits

ÁCreating and sustaining jobs in U.S. vessels and in U.S. 

ports and shipyards;

ÁIncreasing the state of good repair of the U.S. 

transportation system by reducing maintenance costs from 

wear and tear on roads and bridges;

ÁIncreasing our nationôs economic competitiveness by 

adding new, cost-effective freight and passenger 

transportation capacity;



Americaôs Marine Highway Program Benefits

ÁIncreasing the environmental sustainability of the U.S. 

transportation system by using less energy and reducing 

air emissions per passenger or ton-mile of freight moved. 

ÁIncreasing public safety and security by providing 

alternatives for the movement of hazardous materials 

outside heavily populated areas;

ÁIncreasing transportation system resiliency and 

redundancy by providing transportation alternatives;

ÁIncreasing national security by adding to the nationôs 

strategic sealift resources.



Active Marine Highway Services

M-64: James River 

Container Expansion 

Project :~ 30k TEU per 

year

M-95: Trans-Hudson 

Freight Connector: ~ 5k 

railcars per year

M-55 Louisiana CoB

Shuttle service ~ 27k 

TEU per year

M-95 New York Harbor 

CoB project ~ 30k TEU 

per year

M-295 Cross Sound 

Ferry ~ 500k truck & 

cars per year

M-10 Chambers County 

Houston CoB service ~ 

36k TEU per year

M-95: Mid-Atlantic 

Container on Barge 

Project :~ 30k TEU per 

year


